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Cu e°Øn¬

al-ZvhN\w

-- Annie Ernaux
Nobel Prize winner for Literature, 2022
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Fellowship News

Fellowship House
remembered HG Dr.
Philipose Mar Theophilos
(DOD: 28 Sep 1997) on
his 25th Death
Anniversary.

HG was associated
with the Alwaye
Fellowship House

from 1966 to 1996 when he was the
Metropolitan of the Ankamali & Bombay
Dioceses of the Malankara Orthodox
Church. He is greatly respected for his
philanthropic activites in Vashi, Navi
Mumbai.

He was mainly instrumental in the
modernization and development of the
Kottayam Orthodox Theological Seminary,
along with HG Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios.

[Please see a special article on page 9]

Fellowship House
remembers HG Dr.
Paulose Mar Gregorios
(DOD: 24 Nov 1996)
with the Dr. Paulos
Mar Gregorios Memorial
Annual Lecture Series
on Saturday, 26th
November, 2022.

HG worked as Assistant Secretary at the
Fellowship House during the period 1953-
54. He was instrumental in various
developmental activities besides Bible
Study classes. He was a world famous
theologian and President of the World
Council of Churches, Metropolitan of the
Delhi Diocese of the Malankara Orthodox
Church and Principal of the Kottayam
Orthodox Theological Seminary.

A  block of apartments in the AFH- Chacko
Homes is dedicated to his sacred name.

HG Dr. Zachariah Mar
Theophilos, former
Metropolitan of the
Malabar Diocese of the
Malankara Orthodox
Church
(DOD: 24 Oct. 2017 )

HG dedicated the
latter part of his life

for charitable activities. His body is laid
to rest at Coimbatore Tadagam Christa
Sishya Ashramam.

His friends are carrying on the
charitable activities under the banner of
"ZMART Foundation".

[Please see page 27]

Annual Report of the Alwaye Fellowship
House  for the period 2021-22 is
published on page 31 onwards…

Sri GEORGE THOMAS (70)
resident of  Chacko Homes

(DOD: 5th October 2022)

Condolences

Remembrances
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ae¶ck`m Ie≠dns‚ Bcw`w HIvtSm_¿ amksØ Ahkm\ RmbdmgvNbmWv; IqtZmiv CutØm
(hnip≤oIcWw) F∂p ]dbpw. AXn\SpØ RmbdmgvN lqtZmiv CutØm (]p\x{]XnjvT). 2022
HIvtSm_dn¬ k`bpsS ]pXph¿jw hncnbptºmƒ k¿Δ{X ]pXpabpsS A\p`hamWv. 2021 HIvtSm_¿
15˛\v ImtXmen°mbpw ae¶c sa{Xmt∏meoØmbpambn k`bpsS ]cam≤y£ÿm\ta‰ _tkentbmkv
am¿tØmΩm amXyqkv XrXob≥ Xncpta\n... 2022˛27 ImeL´Ønte°p sXcs™Sp°s∏´ ]pXnb
amt\PnMv IΩn‰nbpw h¿°nMv IΩn‰nbpw... 2022 Pqsse 28˛\v \hm`njn‡cmb Ggp Xncpta\nam¿...
k`bpsS ]pXpabpsSbpw NSpeXbpsSbpw hcZm\ßƒ... ]t£, tbip Xºpcm≥ ]d™Xpt]mse,
Hcp hr£Øns‚ KpWw Xncn®dnbp∂Xv AXns‚ ^eØneqsSbmWv.

ae¶ck`mNcn{XØnepw h¿Øam\ImekmaqlyPohnXØnepw \ndkm∂n≤yw BIphm≥
km≤yXbpw km[pXbpw D≈ Hcp `cW kwhn[m\amWv C∂v k`bv°p≈Xv. BbXn\v, CS°mesØ
\njv{InbXzØn¬\n∂pw BekyØn¬ \n∂pw \mw DWtc≠nbncn°p∂p. ChnsS H∂pw \S°pIbn
s√∂pw k`bn¬ ^m≥kv Atkmkntbj\pIfpsS hnfbm´amsW∂pw hnizkn°phm≥ \n¿`mKyh
im¬ hn[n°s∏´ hnizmknkaqlØns‚ ap∂nemWv C∂v A¤pXw \St°≠Xv. `cW tI{μamb
tZhtemIsØ Hm^okn¬ ASpØ ImeØv h∂n´p≈ am‰ßƒ \ap°p \√ {]Xo£ \¬Ip∂p.

tZhtemIsØ kplrXvkwKaw A`nam\Icamb Hcp kw`hambncp∂p. B≤ymflnI, kmaqly,
cmjv{Sob cwKØp≈ ]camh[n kplrØp°sf k`mtI{μØn¬Øs∂ Hcpan®pIq´n \SØnb B
ktΩf\w as‰√m kw`hßsf°mfpw am‰p≈Xmbncp∂p F∂v \n wibw ]dbmw. AXpt]mseXs∂,
hyXykvX ImcWßfm¬ AI∂p\n∂hcpw AI‰n\n¿Øs∏´hcpsa√mw ho≠pw I¿ΩcwKtØ°p Xncn®p
hcphm≥ X° A¥co£w Hcpßp∂Xpw BizmkIcamWv.

`cWcwKsØ lWnaq¨Imew Ahkm\n®p F∂pw kzoIcW ]cn-]mSnIƒ BhiyØne[nI
ambn F∂pw P\ßƒ°p tXm∂nØpSßnbncn°p∂XpsIm≠v k` I¿Ω]YØnte°p IS°Ww.
ImewsNbvX ]utemkv ZznXob≥ ImtXmen°m_mhmbpsS _lpam\m¿∞w Bcw`n® "ktlmZc≥''
]≤Xn Hcp \√ Im¬hbv]mWv; AXpt]mseXs∂ \nehnep≈ Im≥k¿ klmb]≤Xnbpw ]cpae
kq∏¿ kvs]jymen‰n Bip]{Xnbpw a‰p Pt\m]Imc{]Zamb ]≤XnIfpw \∂mbnØs∂ apt∂m´p
t]mIpw F∂p \ap°p hnizkn°mw.

amXm]nXm°sf AhKWn°pIbpw t_m[]q¿Δw hnkvacn°pIbpw sNøp∂ {]h-WX h¿≤n®p
hcp∂ C°m-eØv c≠mbncw h¿jsØ Ncn{Xhpw ]mcºcyhpap≈ amXrk`sb XakvIcn®v {]h¿Øn
°phm≥ Nne ktlmZck`Iƒ Xm¬]cyw ImWn°p∂p F∂n-cn-°nepw ho≠pw {]mtbmKnIamb
t\XrXzØnte°p IS∂phcphm\p≈ B¿÷hw \mw ImWnt°≠nbncn°p∂p. BbXn\v Aizta[
bm{XItf°mƒ ^e{]Zamb \S]SnIƒ BhiyamWv. BtLm-j-ßƒ Hcp ]cn[n IS°ptºmƒ,
AXn\p]n∂n¬ Bflm¿∞Xbns√∂pw Ahkc tkhIcmb Hcp sNdnbIq´w Bƒ°mcpsSbpw ssI
\\bmsX ao≥ ]nSn°phm≥ ka¿∞cmb Nne sshZnIcpsSbpw A`n\bw am{Xta D≈psh∂pw
Xncn®dntb≠nbncn°p∂p.

BZna\q‰m≠n¬ k` Ggp siΩm»∑msc Xncs™SpØXv hy‡amb Dt±iytØmsS Bbncp∂p;
AX\pkcn®v Ah¿°v NpaXeIfpw sImSpØp. hfsc \mfsØ ImØn-cn-∏n\p hncmaan´psIm≠v

apJsamgn
IqtZmiv CutØm...

k`bpsS ]pXph¿jw...
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\ΩpsS k` Ggp _nj∏pamsc hmgn®p; kamZcWobcmb Ggp t]scbmWv Xncs™SpØn´p≈Xv. ]t£,

Ahsc Xncs™Sp°phm\pw hmgn°phm\pw ImWn® D’mlw Ahsc hn\ykn°p∂ ImcyØn¬

IqSn D≠mbncp∂psh¶n¬ \∂mbncp∂p. Cu Imehnfw_Øn\v Hcp]t£ X°Xmb HutZymKnI

ImcWßfp≠mhmw; AXdnbm≥ hnizmknIƒ°v Pn⁄mk D≠mImsa¶n¬IqSn AXp Xnc°phm≥

kzmX{¥yapt≠m F∂dn™pIqSm. F¶nepw Cu {Xni¶pkz¿§Øn¬\n∂v Ah¿°v Hcp tamN\w

\¬IpIsb∂Xv hnizmknIfpsS B{KlamsW∂pw AXp XnI®pw \ymbamsW∂pw IcpXp∂p.

]cnip≤ ImtXmen°m_mhm Xncpta\nsb A`n\μn°phm≥ e`n® Hcp Akpe` aplq¿ØØn¬

ka¿∏n® Hcm{Klw Hcn°¬IqSn AhXcn∏n°pIbmWv: k`mtI{μamb tIm´bØv Hcp AJne ae¶c

I¨h≥j≥ Bcw`n®m¬ AXv hnizmknIfpsS Bflob DW¿Δn\v Xo¿®bmbpw D]Icn°pw. AXv,

\Kca≤yØnep≈ ]≈nIfntem lmfpIfntem tZhtemItØm t]mepa√msX k`bpsS _t entbmkv

]ªnIv kvIqƒ t]msebp≈ Hcp ÿeØmbm¬ hnizmknIƒ°pw s]mXpP\ßƒ°pw bmsXmcp

_p≤nap´pan√msX \SØm\pw km[n°pw.

ae¶ck`m≤y£s‚ IncoSØnse s]m≥Xqh¬ F∂p ]dbmhp∂ Imcyam v̈ ae¶ck`mkam[m\w.

ae¶c k`ma°ƒ H∂S¶w B{Kln°p∂Xpw AXp Xs∂. Ign™ A©p h¿jsØ {]Xo£bmWv;

AXp km[n°pw F∂pXs∂ P\w hnizkn°p∂p; ]t£ Fßs\? 1958, 1995, 2017... C\n tImSXn°p

]dbms\m∂pan√. hn[nbpsS A¥ Øbpw Bibhpw Bi¶bpsa√mw F√mh¿°pw Adnbmw; ]t£,

Npa-X-e-s∏-´-h¿ Ah\hs‚ "kXy'hpambn cwKØphcp∂XpsIm≠v kam[m\w am{Xw D≠mIp∂n√.

Cu Imehnfw_Øn\p ImcWw Bcmbncp∂mepw Imew Ah¿°v am∏p \¬IpIbn√; ssZhhpw!

AXns‚ Zqjy^eßƒ \mw I≠psIm≠ncn°pIbm¨v.

A\nhmcyamb hn[nbpsS A\¥c^esa¥mbmepw XßfpsS apJw c£n°phm≥th≠n IqSpX¬

IqSpX¬ [m¿jvSytØmsS ]m{Xnb¿°okv ]£w kwkmcn°p∂p; Hm¿ØtUmIvkv hn`mKamIs´, ap≥

Imeßfn¬ ]m{Xnb¿°okv I£n°m¿ sNbvX lo\{]hrØnIƒ°v ]Icw ho´m\p≈ Ahkcambn

CXns\ ImWp∂p. CXn\nsS, Hm¿ØtUmIvkv ]£°msc ]≈n]nSpØ°mcmbn ]m{Xnb¿°okv hn`mKw

Nn{XoIcn°p∂p; A\pIqeamb tImSXnhn[nbps≠¶nepw Btcm]Wßsf th≠hn[w {]Xntcm[n

°p∂Xn¬ Hm¿ØtUmIvkv ]£w {i≤n°p∂pan√; H‰hm°n¬ ]d™m¬, ssZhapºmsIbpw

tImSXnapºmsIbpw P\ZrjvSnbnepw Ccphn`mKhpw ]cmPbs∏´ncn°p∂p. CXn\v Hchkm\w tht≠?

hnZym`ymkhpw hnhchpap≈ _nj∏pamcpw sshZnIcpw Ccp`mKØpw AWn\nc°p∂ ae¶ck`

bn¬ 1 sImcn¥y¿ 6:5 F∂ thZ`mKw hmbn°mØh¿ ImWqIbn√t√m? (\nßƒ°p e÷bv°mbn

Rm≥ tNmZn°p∂p: Cßs\ ktlmZc∑m¿°p at≤y Imcyw Xo¿∏m≥ {]m]vXnbps≈mcp ⁄m\nbpw

\nßfpsS CSbn¬ C√tbm?) ...6:6 apXep≈ thZ`mKw ChnsS Ipdn°p∂n√! CXns‚ A¿∞w

Adnbmhp∂h¿ C\nsb¶nepw apt∂m´phcs´. 2000 sIm√sØ PohNcn{Xhpw AXn¬ 200 sIm√sØ

At¥ymJy≥ _‘Øns‚ IYbpw ]d™v C\nbpw kabw IfbmsX ae¶ck`m{]iv\w ]cnlcn°p

hm≥ \ap°p km[n°Ww. CXv, Hcp ImcWhimepw ASpØ Xeapdbnte°p am‰nsh°cpXv; apt∂m´p

sIm≠p\S°m≥ Ccphn`mKØpw Bfp≠mhpIbn√! ss{IkvXhnIX kaqla≤yØn¬ A]am\n°s∏´p

InS°p∂p; CXn\p ImcWw t\Xm°∑mcpw sshZnIhrμhpamWv. CXn¬ BflobXbpsStbm hnizmk

Øns‚tbm {]iv\an√; sXmgnepd∏n\p ]cnlmcw ImWm\p≈ Icfpd∏pw hnthIhpamWv th≠Xv...

Np‰pw \n∂p ap{ZmhmIyw apg°p∂ Hcp]nSn BfpIƒ°∏pdw ]I®p\n¬°p∂ Hcp henb hnizmkn

kaqlw C∂pap≠v... Ah¿ HcpØcw B{Kln°p∂p... IqtZmiv CutØm... ]n∂mse lqtZmiv CutØm...

Cu ]pXph¿jw AXn\pØcw \¬Is´.
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Mahatma Gandhi
Gandhi Jayanthi

The Meaning of Prayer
Dr. Fabri, a Hungarian visitor to Gandhiji,
described himself as a follower of Budha.
He was particularly interested to know
what kind of prayer Gandhiji said. Can
the Divine Mind be changed by prayer?
Can one find that out by prayer? Gandhiji
said: “It is a very difficult thing to explain
fully what I do when I pray. But I must
try to answer the question. The Divine
Mind is unchangeable,
but that Divinity is
in everyone and in
everything—animate and
inanimate. The meaning
of prayer is that I want to
evoke that Divinity within
me. Now I may have that
intellectual conviction,
but not a living touch. And
so when I pray for swaraj
or independence for
India, I pray or wish for
the adequate power to
gain that swaraj or to make the largest
contribution I can towards winning it, and
I maintain that I can get that power in
answer to prayer.” "Then you are not
justified in calling it prayer’’ said Dr. Fabri;
“To pray means to beg or demand."

“Yes, indeed” replied Gandhiji. “You
may say I beg it of myself, of my higher

self, the real self with which I have not
yet achieved complete identification. You
may, therefore, describe it as a continual
longing to lose oneself in the Divinity
which comprises all.”

"And you use an old form to evoke
this?" asked Dr. Fabri.

“I do. The habit of a life-time persists,
and I would allow it to be
said that I pray to an
outside Power. I am part
of that Infinite yet such an
infinitesimal part that I
feel outside it. Though I
give you the intellectual
explanation, I feel,
without identification with
the Divinity, so small,
that I am nothing.
Immediately I begin to
say I do this and that, I

begin to feel my unworthiness and
nothingness, and feel someone else, some
Higher Power has to help me."

"Tolstoy says the same thing" put in Dr.
Fabri. "Prayer really is complete meditation
and melting into the Higher Self though
one occasionally does lapse in imploration
like that of a child to his father."

On the memorable occasion of Gandhi Jayanthi, an
interesting discussion between Mahatma Gandhi and
Dr. Fabri,  taken from Gandhiji's biography is reproduced below,
as published in the Church Weekly, August 2, 1953.
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"Pardon me" said Gandhiji "I would not
call it a lapse. It is more in the fairness of
things to say that I pray to God who does
exist somewhere up in the clouds, and the
more distant He is the greater is my
longing for Him and find myself in his
presence in thought. And thought you
know has a greater velocity than light.
Therefore the distance between Him and
me, though incalculably great, is obliterated.
He is so far and yet so near."

"It becomes a matter of belief, but
some people like me are cursed with an
acute critical faculty" replied Dr. Fabri. "For
me, there is nothing higher than what
Budha taught, and no greater master. For
Budha alone among the teachers of the
world said "Don't believe implicitly what
I say. Don't accept my dogma or any book
as infallible.'' There is for me no infallible
book in the world, inasmuch as all were
made by men, however inspired they may
have been. I cannot hence believe in a
personal idea of God, a Maharaja sitting
on the Great White Throne, listening to
our prayers. I am glad that your prayer is
on a different level."

"Let me remind you" said Gandhiji "that
you are again only partially true, when you
say my prayer is on a different level. I told
you that the intellectual conviction that I
gave you is not eternally present with me.
What is present is the intensity of faith
whereby I lose myself in an invisible power.
So it is far truer to say that God has done a
thing for me than that I did it. So many
things have happened in my life for which
I had intense longing, but which I could
never have achieved myself. And I have
always said to co-workers it was in answer

to my prayer. I did not say to them it was
in answer to my intellectual effort to lose
myself in the Divinity in me. The easiest
and correct thing for me was to say ''God
has seen me through my difficulty."

"But that you deserved your Karma"
contended Dr. Fabri. "God is Justice and
not Mercy. You are a good man and so good
things happen to you."

"No. I am not good enough for things
to happen like that. If I went about with
that philosophical conception of Karma, I
should come after a cropper. My Karma
would not come to my help. Although I
believe in the inexorable law of Karma I
am striving to do so many things; every
moment of my life is a strenuous endeavour
which is an attempt to build up more
Karma to undo the past and add to the
present. lt is therefore wrong to say that
because my past is good, good is
happening at present. The past would
soon be exhausted, and I have to build up
the future with prayer. I tell you Karma
alone is powerless. "Ignite this match" I
say to myself and yet I cannot, if there is
no co-operation from without. Before I
strike the match, my hand is paralysed or
I have only one and the wind blows it off.
Is it an accident or God or Higher Power?
Well, I prefer to use the language of my
ancestors or of children. I am no better
than a child. We may try to talk learnedly
and of books, but when it comes to brass
tacks—when we are face to face with a
calamity—we behave like children and
begin to cry and pray and our intellectual
belief gives no satisfaction.

(To be continued)
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Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios Metropolitan
Reminiscences

Remembering two illustrious bishops of the Malankara Orthodox
Church - Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios and Dr. Philipose Mar Theophilos
who were closely associated  with the Alwaye Fellowship House, we
reproduce a tribute to the latter by the former.

Tribute to
My Elder Brother

Many people abroad have asked me: “Is
Mar Theophilos your brother?”. I usually
reply: “Yes, he is my elder brother.” Some
people take me literally. Then I tell them
that all orthodox bishops are my brothers.
People are often surprised that Theophilos
Thirumeni and I are not really blood brothers.
They say that we look like brothers.

Theophilos Thirumeni is my elder
brother in at least three ways. First of all
as a bishop senior to me. We were both
elected to the episcopate at the same
Association meeting. Since, however, at
that time I was working as Associate
General Secretary of the World Council of
Churches in Geneva, and since I did not
feel that I was qualified to be a bishop, I made
a formal request to eliminate my name
from the list of episcopal candidates. I
learned later that my name had already
been vetoed by the authorities. In any case
Theophilos Thirumeni was consecrated
and I was not. So he became my senior as
a bishop, by several years.

Secondly, when I first came back from
my studies in America in 1954, more than
thirty years ago, I was a layman, while Fr.
K. Philipos was already a priest. Philipos
Achen became a kind of spiritual mentor
and pastor to Mr. Paul Verghese. Achen
was at Cheriapally those days, and I was
at the Alwaye Fellowship House. We
worked together on many projects of
importance to our Church and to the
ecumenical movement.

Achen’s deep loyalty to our Church and
his genuine ecumenical spirit made a
great impression on me, and I developed
an affection and respect for Philipos
Achen who became an elder brother for
me from that time.

One of the finest memories of that
time remains with me. It was Achen who
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introduced me to the late Moran Mar
Baselius Geevarghese II. I was involved
in giving Bible studies to the six people
of the Peace League who had undertaken
a fast unto death at Kurisupally,
Kottayam. They wanted the former
Patriarch’s party and the Catholicos
party reconciled. His Holiness the
Catholicos was not very much pleased
either with the Satyagrahis or with
anyone who associated himself with
them. That meant that when he heard
of a layman called Paul Verghese who
had just returned from America giving
Bible studies to the fasting people as
well as to those who came to see them,
he was not very pleased. He said so during
a sermon at Devalokam chapel and
suggested that what this Paul Verghese
was teaching was an “American Bible”.
So Philipos Achen came and advised me
to go and see the Catholicos and clear
all misunderstandings. I said I would go
and see the Catholicos if Achen would
take me to His Holiness and introduce
me. So we went together, and the
Catholicos subjected me to more than one
hundred different questions related to
the Bible. I was deeply impressed by His
Holiness’s deep knowledge of the Bible
and by his quick intelligence combined
with great sanctity.  At the end the
Catholicos told Philipos Achen that this
Paul Verghese was all right and that the
teaching he was giving was genuinely
Orthodox. If my elder brother had not
taken me to the Catholicos at that time,
I may have remained as a devoted
Orthodox layman and not become a priest.
In this sense my present life in the
ministry of our Church became a reality
by God working through Philipos Achen. I
am grateful to him for this.

Thirdly, I am grateful to Theophilos
Thirumeni as my elder brother in the
building of our Church’s relations with
other Churches. He was particularly a
pioneer in building up our relationships
with the churches of Eastern Europe. With
the Serbian Church, with the Russian
Orthodox Church, with the Romanian
Orthodox Church and with the Bulgarian
Orthodox Church he built up very good
friendly relations. The old leaders of these
Churches still speak with great appreci-
ation of the person of Fr. Korah Philipos. It
was on the foundation that he had built,
that I was in turn able to develop relation-
ships of a somewhat different kind. He
was also my elder brother in the World
Council of Churches; he served on the
Central Committee of the World Council of
Churches during the period when I was
working as Associate General Secretary
in Geneva and right up to 1968 when I
replaced him. I was never able to win as
many friends for our Church as he was
during his period on the Central
Committee. His personality is so much
more affable and friendly than mine can
ever be. Besides I  have often been
outspoken to the point of rudeness, and
instead of winning friends have probably
alienated many paople. So in this sense
too Theophilos Thirumeni has done a
great service to our Church by winning
many friends

On this occasion of Thirumeni ’s
seventyfifth birthday it is a privilege and
a pleasure for me to felicitate my elder
brother and to wish him many more
years of good health and wisdom to
serve our church in many ways. May the
grace and mercy of God be praised for
giving Theophilos Thirumeni to our
Church. 
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^m. tPmWn tPm¿Pv
tIm¿ F∏n-kvtIm∏m

Gimhpw bmt°m_pw
]q¿Δ-]n-Xm-°-∑m-cn¬ Hcm-fmb bnk-lm-

°ns‚ aI-\m-bmWv bmt°m_v P\n-®-Xv.

amXmhv dnt_-°m. ktlm-Z-c≥ Gim-hv. Zo\-

bp-sSbpw a‰v 12 tKm{X-]n-Xm-°-∑m-cp-sSbpw

]nXm-hmbpw "bn{km-tb¬' F∂ Hcp P\-X-

bpsS t]cn\v Bcw-`-I-\mbpw bmt°m_v

Ncn-{X-Øn¬ CSw t\Sn. bmt°m_v (Jacob)
F∂ t]cns‚ Bcw`w _m_n-tem-Wn-b≥

enJn-X-ß-fn-em-sW-∂mWv ]fin-X-a-Xw.

"Jakob'el'' F∂m-bn-cp-∂p-hs{X AXv. AXns‚

A¿∞w ""ssZhw A\p-K-an-°p∂p'' (God fol-
lows); ssZhw {]Xn-^ew \¬Ip∂p (God re-
wards). bmt°m-_ns‚ Ime-am-b-t∏m-tg°pw

hyXy-kvX-amb A¿∞-X-e-ßƒ Cu t]cn\v

ssIh-∂p. bmt°m-_ns‚ P\-\-tØmSpw

Pohn-X-tØmSpw A\p-_-‘n-®m-bn-cn°mw

CXv. IpXn-Im¬ sh´p-∂-h≥, D]m-bn, hgn

\S-°p-∂-h\v CS¿®-bp-≠m-°p-∂-h≥ Cß-

s\-bp≈ A¿∞-ßƒ sImSp-Øp-Im-Wp-∂p.

Gim-hn\v "tcma-ap-≈-h≥' F∂pw "c‡-a-

™ƒ' F∂p-am-Ws{X A¿∞w. Gimhpw

bmt°m_pw ˛ c≠p-t]cpw {]m¿∞-\-bpsS

^e-ambn amXm-]n -Xm-°ƒ°v e`n-®-h¿.

]t£, ssZhw Ahsc hyXy-kvX-co-Xn-bn¬

ssIImcyw sNøp-∂-Xmbn tcJ-s∏-Sp-Ø-s∏-

´n-cn-°p-∂p.

""btlm-hbv°v blq-Z-tbmSpw Hcp hyh-

lmcw D≠v; Ah≥ bmt°m-_ns\ Ahs‚

\S-∏n\v X°-hÆw kμ¿in°pw; Ahs‚

{]hr-Øn-Iƒ°v X°-hÆw Ah\v ]Icw

sImSp-°pw. Ah≥ K¿`-Øn¬ h®v Xs‚

ktlm-Z-cs‚ IpXn-Im¬ ]nSn®p; Xs‚ ]pcp-

j-{]m-b-Øn¬ ssZh-tØmSp s]mcpXn''

(tlm-tib 12:2˛4). ""F√m-h-tcmSpw kam-

[m\w BN-cn®v ip≤o-I-cWw {]m]n-∏m≥

D’m-ln-∏n≥. ip≤o-I-cWw IqSmsX Bcpw

I¿Øm-hns\ ImWp-I-bn-√. Bcpw ssZh-Ir-

] -hn´v ]n∑m-dp-Ibpw h√ Ibv]p≈ thcpw

apf®v Ie-°-ap-≠m°n At\-I¿ AXn-\m¬

aen-\-s∏-Sp-Ibpw Bcpw Zp¿∂-S-∏p-Im-c-t\m,

Hcp DuWn\v tPyjvTm-h-Imiw hn‰p-I-f™

Gim-hn-s\-t∏mse A-`-‡-t\m Bbn-Øo-

cp-Ibpw sNøm-Xn-cn-∏m≥ Icp-Xn-s°mƒhn≥.

Ah≥ ]n∂-tØ-Xn¬ A\p-{Klw e`n-∏m≥

B{K-ln®v IÆp-\o-tcm-Sp-IqsS At]-£n-

®n´pw X≈-s∏´p am\-km-¥-c-Øn\v CS

I≠n√ F∂v \nßƒ Adn-bp∂p-ht√m''

(F-{_m-b¿ 12:14-˛17).

ChnsS ""A`-‡-\mb Gimhv'' F∂

hnti-jWw {it≤-b-am-Wv. "Fornicator or pro-
fane person like Esau'' F∂m-Wv Oxford Study
Bible-se ]cn-`m-j. AXns‚ hymJym-\-ambn

sImSp-Øn-cn-°p-∂Xv "For this, Esau is called a
fornicator being unfaithful to God and uniting his
spirit to this temporary age'' F∂m-Wv. {Ko°v aq-

e-Øn¬ "bebelos' F∂m-Wv. AXm-bXv,

H∂pw hnip-≤-ambn (sacred) ImWm≥ km[n-

°msX F√mw `uXn-I-ambn am{Xw IW-°m-

°p∂ a\- p-≈-h≥ F∂mWv. (The word
suggests the quality of a man to whom nothing is
sacred, whose heart and thoughts range over only
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what is material and sensibly present.) Xm¬°m-

en-I-ambn hni-∏-S-°m≥ Hcp ]nSn tNmdn-\p-

th≠n tPyjvTm-h-Im-i-sØbpw ]nXm-hns‚

A\p-{K-l-sØbpw Gimhv Ae-£y-am-°n-

°-f-™p. Xm¬°m-en-I-ambn kwXr]vXn

\¬Ip∂ H∂n-\p-th≠n imiz-X-am-b-Xns\

Xnc-kvI-cn-®p. Gim-hns‚ aqV-Xz-Øn-te-

°mWv CXv hnc¬ Nq-≠p-∂-Xv.

hfsc X∑-b-Xz-am-bmWv Cu `mKw hnh-

cn-°-s∏-´n-cn-°p-∂-Xv. bmt°m_v ASp-Øp-

h-cp-tºmƒ bnk-lm-°n\v kwibw tXm∂n.

]t£ A\p-{Klw \¬In. dnt_° Cf-b-

]p-{X-t\mSv aaX ImWn-°p-∂p. B´n≥tXm-

e-Wn™ bmt°m_v. ktlm-Z-c-\m¬ h©n-

°-s∏-Sp∂ Gimhv. C°-Y-I-sf√mw hfsc

at\m-l-c-ambn Nn{Xo-I-cn-°-s∏-´n-cn-°p-∂p.

Cu hnh-c-W-ß-sf√mw kmlnXy-]-c-ambn

D∂X \ne-hmcw ]pe¿Øp-∂p. F∂m¬

]nXmhpw amXmhpw ]p{X-∑mcpw Htc- k-abw

[m¿Ωn-I-ambn XmW- \n-e-hm-c-amWv ImWn

°p-∂-Xv. Cu bmYm¿∞yw {KŸ-I¿Ømhv

ad-®p- h-bv°p-∂n√ F∂ Imcyw {it≤-b-

amWv (D-ev]Øn 27)

"hm°v' Bi-bsØ {]Xn-^-en-∏n-°p-∂p.

hm°v Hcp Af-hp-tIm-em-Wv. D®-cn-°p∂

hm°v kXy-tØmSv F{X ASp-Øn-cn-°p∂p?

F{X-am{Xw AXv kXy-hp-ambn s]mcp-Ø-

s∏-´n-cn-°p∂p?  hm°p-Iƒ°v {]h¿Ø-\-i-

‡n-bp-≈-Xmbn ]≠p-ap-Xte Icp-Xn-t∏m-

cp∂p (A-Xp-sIm-≠m-Wt√m A∏-ho-™p-Iƒ

I¿Øm-hns‚ ico-c-c-‡-ß-fmbn hyXym-k-

s∏-Sp-∂-Xv). Hcp kw`-hsØtbm As√-¶n¬

Bi-b-sØtbm Biw-k-sbtbm bmYm¿

∞y-am-°p-I-bm-Wv, {]h¿Øn-]-Y-Øn-em-°p-

I-bmWv hm°p-Iƒ sNøp-∂-Xv. Hcp hm°ns‚

i‡n AS-ßn-bn-cn-°p-∂Xv AXv ]d-bp∂

Bfn-s\-°qSn B{i-bn-®m-Wv. A\p-{K-lhpw

im]hpw Cu ]›m-Ø-e-Øn-emWv a\- n-

em-t°-≠-Xv. ]cn-ip≤ ]cp-a-e-Øn-cp-ta-\n-

bpsS hm°p-Iƒ Aam-\p-jnI i‡n-bp-≈-

Xm-bn-cp∂p F∂v A\p-`-h-ÿ¿ km£n-°p-

∂p. D®-cn-°p∂ Bfns‚ hnNm-c-hn-t£m-`-

ßƒ hm°ns‚ i‡nsb kmc-am-bn-Øs∂

\nb-{¥n-°p-∂p. bmt°m_v Xs∂ NXn®p

F∂v bnk-lm°v a\- n-em-°n-b-t∏mƒ

""AXy¥w {`an®v \Spßn'' F∂mWv tcJ-

s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. ]q¿Æ-amb kt¥m-

j-tØm-sS -bm -bn -cp -∂pthm bnk-lm°v

bmt°m-_ns\ A\p-{K-ln-®Xv F∂v kwi-

b-ap-≠v. Gim-hns\ A\p-{K-ln-°p-tºmƒ

""]nXm-hns‚ A\p-{Kl''sØ ]q¿Æ Af-

hn¬ \¬Im≥ Ign-bp-∂n-√. hn. Ip¿∫m-\-

at≤y ""\nßƒs°-√m-h¿°pw kam-[m\w

D≠m-bn-cn-°s´...'' ""Ahn-SpsØ Bflm-

thmSpIqsS D≠m-bn-cn-°s´...'' Cß-s\-

bp≈ Bio¿hm-Z-ßƒ ]ptcm-ln-X\pw

P\hpw At\ym\yw \¬Ip-tºmƒ, Ccp-

h¿°pw AXns‚ ]q¿Æ-Xbn¬ sNøm≥

Ign-bp-∂pt≠m? hmkvX-h-Øn¬ bnk-lm-

°ns‚ IpSpw-_-Ønse Akp-J-I-c-amb

A\p-` -h-Øns‚ _en-bmSv Gim-hm-Wv.

Aev]w k¶-S-s∏-tS-≠-Xmbn h∂p-sh-∂-sXm-

gn-®m¬ bnk-lm-°n\v H∂pw-Xs∂ \jvS-s∏-

´n-√. Aev]w Iuiew ImWn-t°-≠-Xmbn

h∂p F∂-√msX dnt_-°bv°pw H∂pw

\jvS-s∏-´n-√. bmt°m_v ]nXm-hns‚ A\p-

{Klw {]m]n®v c£-s]-´p. Gimhv Hcp

"c≠mw-InS' aI-\mbn Xcw- Xm-gvØ-s∏´p.

F¶nepw Hcp tNmZyw Ah-ti-jn-°p∂p:

h©-\-bpsS ^e-ambn ssZhm-\p-{Klw t\Sn-

sb-Sp-°m≥ B¿s°-¶nepw Ign-bptam?  X{¥

-ßfpw Iui-e-ßfpw IpSpw-_-ßsf  Fßs\

_m[n-°p∂p F∂-Xns‚ DØ-tam-Zm-l-c-W-

amWv bnk-lm-°ns‚ IpSpw-_IY. 
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s{]m^. tUm. ‰n.- hn. tXmakv

\∑ sNøp-I,  ssZh-{]-kmZw

D≈-h-cm-bn-cn-°pI

""\o \∑ sNøp-∂p-sh-¶n¬ {]km-Z-ap-≠m-

I-bn-√tbm? \o \∑ sNøp-∂n-s√-¶ntem

]m]w hmXn¬°¬ InS-°p∂p'' (D-ev].

4:7).

\Ωƒ Hmtcm-cp-Øcpw \∑ sNøp-hm≥

ssZhw B{K-ln-°p-∂p. \ΩpsS Bcm-[-

\-I-fpw {]m¿∞-\-Ifpw At]-£-I-fp-

sa√mw ssZh-k-∂n-[n-bn¬ kzoIm-cy-am-

bn-Øo-c-W-sa-∂p-s≠-¶n¬ A¿ln-°p∂

\∑ sNøp-I-IqSn th≠n-bn-cn-°p-∂p.

klmbw A¿ln-°p∂ [mcmfw Bfp-

Iƒ \ΩpsS Np‰p-]mSpw D≠v. Ahsc

\ΩpsS {]m¿∞-\-I-fn¬ Hm¿°p-∂-tXm-

sSm∏w Xs∂ Ah¿°v Ign -bp∂

klmbw sNbvXp -sIm-Sp -°p-Ibpw

thWw.

ktlm-Z-c -∑m-cm -bn -cp∂ Ibo-\pw

lmt_epw A¿∏n® hgn-]m-Sp-I-fn¬

Ibos‚ hgn-]m-Sn¬ ssZhw F¥p-

sIm≠v {]km-Zn-®n-√-sb-∂p-≈Xv ChnsS

{]k-‡-am-Wv. lmt_¬ Xs‚ B´p-sIm-

‰-∑m-cn¬ Du\-an-√mØ H∂ns\ ssZh-

Øn\v hgn-]m-Smbn ka¿∏n-®p. \oXn-am-

\mb lmt_-ens‚ hgn-]m-Sn¬ ssZhw

{]km-Zn -®p. Ibo\pw Xs‚ Irjn -

bn¬\n∂p e`n® ^e-h¿§-ßƒ ssZh-

Øn\v hgn-]m-Smbn ka¿∏n-®p-sh-¶nepw,

ssZhw AXn¬ {]km-Zn-®n√. {]kvXpX

kw`hw, GXm\pw h¿j-ßƒ°p ap≥]v

tIcf bqWn -th-g vkn -‰n -bn¬ Rm≥

ka¿∏n® PhD {]_-‘-Øn¬ ]cm-a¿in-

°p-I-bp-≠m-bn. BwK-e-I-hn-bpw ]ptcm-

ln-X-\p-am-bn-cp∂ R.S. tXma-kn-s\-°p-dn-

®v, "The Fusion of the Human & the Di-
vine in the Poetry of R.S.Thomas'' F∂

Xe-s°-́ n-ep-≈-Xm-bn-cp∂p B {]_-‘w.

sslμh hnizm -kn -bmb ssKUv

{]kvXpX `mKw Nph∂ ajn-bn¬ ASn-

h-c-bn´v Ft∂mSp tNmZn-°p-I-bp-≠m-bn,

Ibos‚ hgn-]m-Sn¬ F¥p-sIm≠v ssZhw

{]km-Zn-®n-√m-sb-∂v. aq∂p Imcy-ß-f-mWv

AXn-t\-°p-dn®v ]d™v tI´n-´p-≈-Xv.

H∂m-a-Xv Ibos‚ hgn-]mSv c‡m¿∏n-X-a-

√m-bn-cp∂p-. Ibo≥ Xs‚ A≤zm-\-^-e-

Øn¬ \n∂pw e`n® ^e-h¿§-ßƒ

Xs∂-bmWv BZy-^-e-ambn ssZh-Øn\v

hgn -]m -Smbn ka¿∏n -®-Xv . AXns‚

XpS¿®-bm-bmWv \Ωƒ C∂pw ssZhm-

e-b-ß-fnepw t£{X-ß-fnepw BZy-̂ ew

hgn-]m-Smbn ka¿∏n-°p-∂-Xv. ]pjv]-ß-

fpw ^e-ßfpw, BZm-b-ambn e`n-°p∂

F¥pw hgn-]m-Smbn ssZh-k-∂n-[n-bn¬

ka¿∏n°mw. AXv Hcp _en-b¿∏-W

-a-√, hgn -]mSv am{Xw. AXp-sIm≠v,

c‡m¿∏n-X-a-√m-Xn-cp-∂-Xp-sIm-≠mWv

ssZhw {]km-Zn-°m-Xn-cp-∂Xv F∂p≈

hmZ-Øn\v Ig-ºn-√.

c≠m-a-Xv, KpW-\n-e-hm-c-an-√mØ ̂ e-

h¿§-ß-fmWv Ibo≥ ssZh-Øn\p

ka¿∏n-®sX∂m-Wv. A\p-P-t\m-Sp-≠mb
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a’-c -_p -≤n -bn¬ ^e-h¿§-ß-fn¬

G‰hpw sa®-s∏-´h Xs∂-bm-bn-cp∂p

Ibo≥ ssZh-k-∂n-[n-bn¬ ka¿∏n-®-Xv.

AXp-sIm≠v AXpw Hcp Imc-W-ambn

kzoI-cn-°p-hm≥ Ign-bp-I-bn-√.

aq∂m-a-Xmbn ]d-b-s∏-Sp-∂Xv Ibo≥

lrZ-b-ip-≤n-bn-√m-Ø-h-\m-bn-cp-∂p-sh-∂m-

Wv. B hmZ-KXn Hcp-]t£ AwKo-I-cn-

°p-hm≥ Ign-bpw. ImcWw Ibo≥ hgn-

hn´ PohnXw \bn-®p-h-∂n-cp∂ lrZ-b-ip-

≤n-bn-√m-Ø-h-\m-bn-cp-∂p. AXp-sIm-

≠mWv ssZhw Ibos‚ hgn-]m-Sn¬

{]km-Zn-°m-sX-bn-cp-∂-Xv. ""Ibo\v G‰hpw

tIm]-ap-≠m-bn. Ahs‚ apJw hmSn.

F∂m¬ btlmh Ibo-t\mSv: \o tIm]n-

°p-∂-sX-¥n\v? \o \∑ sNøp-∂p-sh-

¶n¬ {]km-Z-ap-≠m-I-bn-√tbm? \o \∑

sNøp-∂n-s√-¶n-tem, ]m]w hmXn¬

°¬ InS-°p∂p '' (D¬]Øn 4:7).

lmt_¬ \oXn-am-\m-bn-cp-∂p-sh-∂p-≈-

Xn\p sXfn-hmbn F{_m-b¿ 11:4˛epw,

aØmbn 23:35˛epw ]d-™n-cn-°p∂Xv

{i≤n-°mw. Ibo\v ho≠pw A\p-Xm-]-Øn-

eqsS alm-Im-cp -Wy-hm-\mb ssZh-

Øn¬\n∂pw {]kmZw t\Sm-am-bn-cp-∂p.

F∂m¬ ssZhw Xs‚ hgn-]m-Sn¬ {]km-

Zn-°m-Xn-cp-∂-Xn-\m¬ ktlm-Z-c-\mb

lmt_-ens\ sIme-s∏-SpØn ssZh-

tØmSp ]I-cw- ho-´p-I-bm-Wp-≠m-b-Xv.

Aßs\ `qan-bnse BZy-sIm-e-]m-XIw

BZyPm-X-\mb Ibos‚ Ic-ß-fn-eq-sS-bm-

bn-Øo¿∂p.

\∑-{]-hrØn-I-fn-eq-sS-bmWv temIw

\ne-\n-∂p-t]m-Ip-∂-Xv. c≠mw temI-a-lm-

bp-≤-Im-eØv P¿Ω-\n-bn¬ IpSn-tb-‰-°m-

cmb PqXsc \n¿±m-£nWyw sIms∂m-

Sp°n ln‰ve¿ hwi-lXy \SØnb-t∏mƒ

AhnsS Hcp alm-{]-fbw D≠m-bn.

Um\yq_v \Zn Ic-I-hn-s™m-gp-In. \mSp-

I-fpw, tdmUp-I-fpw, \K-c-ß-fp-sa√mw

sh≈Øn¬ -ap-ßn. At\-Im-bn-c-ßƒ

sIm√-s∏-´p. B¿Øn-c-ºn-h-∂ sh≈-

Ønte°v Ic-bn¬\n-∂n-cp∂ Hcm-ƒ

Im¬h-gpXn hogp-∂Xp I≠v Abmsf

c£n-°m≥ as‰mcmƒ sh≈-Øn-te°v

NmSm≥ Hcp -ßn -b-t∏mƒ, PqX-\mb

Abmsf c£n-°p-hm≥ ]mSn-√-sb∂v

Ahn-sS-bp-≠m-bn-cp∂ P¿Ω≥ Im¿ hnfn-

®p-Iq-hp-∂p-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. AXp hI-h-

bv°msX Abmsf c£n®p Icbv°p

sIm≠p-h-∂-t∏m-gmWv Adn -bp -∂Xv

PqX≥ F∂v Ah¿ Icp-Xnb Bƒ

P¿Ω≥Im-c≥ Bbn-cp-∂p-sh-∂v. Ic-bn¬

Agn-®p-h® hkv{Xw [cn®v apt∂m´p

\oßnb c£-I-\mb a\p-jy≥ bYm¿∞-

Øn¬ Hcp PqX-\m-bn-cp-∂p. Xm≥ c£n®

P¿Ω≥Im-c-\mb a\p-jy≥ Xs∂ ]e

{]mhiyw ]oUn-∏n-®n-́ p-s≠-∂v B PqX≥

]d-™p. Abmƒ ImWn® alm-a-\-kvI-

X-bpw [oc-Xbpw I≠v P¿Ω≥Im¿

kvXw`n-®p-\n-∂p-t]m-bn. 2019˛¬ tIc-f-

Øn¬ D≠mb {]f-b-Ønepw, PmXn-aX

Nn¥-Iƒ°-Xo-X-am-bn, kzPo-h≥ \jvS-s∏-

Sp-Ønb [mcmfw kpa\- p-Iƒ D≠m-bn-

cp-∂p. \∑-bpsS aq¿Øo-̀ m-h-ß-fmb Ch-

cn¬ ssZh-{]-kmZw  D≠m-Ip-sa-∂p-≈-

Xn¬ bmsXmcp kwi-b-hp-an-√. ""kvt\ln-

X≥am¿°p-th≠n kz¥w Pohs\ sImSp-

°p-∂-Xnepw A[n-I-ap≈ kvt\lw

B¿°pw C√'' (tbml. 15:13). \ap°v

sNøm-hp∂ \∑{]hrØn-Iƒ sNøp-I;

Xn∑-bpsS ̂ ew ]pd-s∏-Sp-hn-°m-sX, \∑-

bpsS ^ew am{Xw Imbv°p∂ \∑-a-c-

ß-fmbn {]tim-`n -°p-hm≥ \ap-t°-

h¿°pw ]cn-{i-an-°mw. Aßs\ ssZh-

{]-kmZw D≈-h-cm-bn-Øo-cmw. 
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bph-temIw ̨  82

^m. tUm. tXmwk¨ tdm_n

Adnhv

\sΩ \S-ØWw
Xncn-®-dn-hn-te°v

\mw a‰p-≈-h¿°p sNøp∂ \∑Iƒ \Ω-

fn¬ Bfl-kw-Xr]vXn D≠m-°p-∂p. a‰p-≈-

h¿°v sNøp∂ \∑-bpsS Inc-W-ß-fmWv

\Ωnse {]Im-i-amb A\p-`-h-Øn\v \nZm-\w.

""\nßƒ a-‰p-≈-h¿°p sNøp-∂-sX√mw F\n-

°m-Ip∂p sNøp-∂Xv'' F∂v {InkvXp-\m-Y≥

]Tn-∏n-°p-∂-Xns‚ s]mcpƒ AXm-Wv. \mw

F√mw Adn-bp-∂-h-cm-sW∂v hnNmcn°p-

tºmgpw Ah-K-Wn-°s∏Sp-∂-htcm-Sp≈ Icp-

X¬ Hcp kz`mh-ambn \mw amt‰-≠-Xm-Wv.

""F¥v Adn-bm-sa∂v Adn-bp-∂Xpw Adn-

bm-ØXv Adn-bn-s√∂v Adn-bp-∂-Xp-amWv

bYm¿∞ Adnhv'' F∂v tIm∏¿\n°kv ]d-

™n-cn-°p-∂p. Adn-hns‚ Cu Xncn-®-dnhv \mw

t\S-Ww. Adn-bp-∂Xv Adnbmsa∂v ]d-bp-

∂Xpw Adn-hn-√m-ØXv Adn-bn√ F∂p ]d-

bp-∂Xpw hnth-I-Øns‚ e£-W-am-Wv. \mw

F√m-hcpw Adn-hns‚ s]´n-sbm-∂p-a√; adn®v

PohnXkml-N-cy -ßfpw, A\p -` -hhpw

Adnhp kºm-Z-\hpw F√mw IqSnt®¿∂v

\Ωn¬ Dcp-hm-Ip∂  Adn-hns‚ A\p-`-h-

sØ-bm-Wv \mw a‰p -≈-h¿°p ]I¿∂p

\evIp-∂-Xv. IS-ens‚ XocØncp∂v Hcp

ssI°p-ºn-fn¬ sh≈w FSp-°p-∂-Xp-t]m-se-

bmWv \mw Adn-hns‚ taJ-e-Isf kzmb-

Ø-am-°p-∂-Xv. IS¬t]mse ]c∂v hnkvXr-

Xn-bn-embn InS-°p-∂-Xn¬\n∂v \ap-°m-h-iy-

ap-≈{X FSp-°p-hm≥ Ign-b-Ww.

B[p-\nI hm¿Ømkmt¶-Xn-I-hn-Zy-bpsS

hf¿® a\p-jys‚ Adn-hns‚ AXn¿h-cºv

\n¿Æ-bn-°p-∂Xv ZpjvI-c-am-°n. {]]-©-

Ønse k¿h-kw -K -Xn -Ifpw a\p -jy≥

hnc¬Øp-ºn-em-°n-bn-cn-°p-∂p. t•m_¬

hnt√Pv F∂ \ne-bn-te°v temIw amdn-sb-

¶nepw kmaq-ly-Po-hn-Xhpw Ah-t_m-[hpw

C∂pw {]k-‡-am-Wv. C∂sØ Xe-apd

"Adnhv' B¿÷n-°p-∂ps≠-¶nepw AXv

{]mtbm-Kn-I-am°p-∂-Xn-\p≈ Adnhv t\Sp-∂n-

√. `mcy `¿Øm-hns\ NXn-°m-\pw, ImapIn

Imap-Is\ NXn-°m-\pw, a°ƒ A∏s\  NXn-

°m\pw F√mw {ian-°p∂ Cu Ime-L-´-

Øns‚ kmaq-ly-Po-hn-X-Øn¬ Adn-hns‚

kzm[o\w D≠m-°p∂ hn≈-ep-Iƒ Ipd-h-√.

""F√m A_-≤-ß-fp -sSbpw ImcWw

Alw-`m-h-amWv'' F∂v Cw•ojv Fgp-Øp-Im-

c≥ tPm¨ dkvIn≥ ]d-bp-∂Xv icn-bm-bn-

cn°mw. a\p-jy≥ kz¥w Nn¥-I-sf C√m-

Xm°n tkmjy¬ ao-Un-bmsb Kpcp-hmbn

kzoI-cn-°p-∂Xv Alw-`m-h-tØm-sS-bm-Wv.

"KqKnƒ Kpcp' F∂ hnh-£-t]mepw C∂p-

≠m-bn-cn-°p-∂p. ]t£ ]e-t∏mgpw CØ-c-

""\nßƒ a‰p-≈-h-tcmSv \∑-tbmsS h¿Øn-°p-tºmƒ \nß-fpsS D≈n¬

kzÿX A\p-`-h-s∏-Sm-Xn-cn-°n√.'' ˛ s_©-an≥ {^m¶vfn≥



Church Weekly 16 2022 October

Øn-ep≈ Adn-hv  A_-≤-tI{μ-ß-fmbn ]cn-

W-an-°pw. Pn.-]n.-F-kv. C´v hm-l\w HmSn-°p-

∂-h-¿ Nne-t∏mƒ sN∂p-tN-cpI sX‰mb hgn-

bn-em-bn-cn-°mw, As√-¶n¬ bm{X XpS-cp-hm≥

Ign-bmØ coXn-bn-ep≈ hgn-I-fn-ep-am-Imw.

CØ-c-Øn¬ Adn-hn-s\bpw Pohn-X-h-gn-I-

sfbpw tkmjy¬ ao-Un-b-bn-te°v XncpIn

°b-‰p∂ B[p-\nI temIw sNs∂-ØpI

A_-≤-ß-fp-sSbpw Adn-hp-tI-Sn -s‚bpw

temI-Øm-bn-cn-°pw. ^etam, Ic-I-b-dp-hm≥

]‰mØ K¿Ø-hpw. AXn-\m¬ Al-¶mcw

shSn™v \ap°v kzoIm-cy-amb hgn-Isf

B{ibn-°p-hm≥ {ian-°p-I.

""\ΩpsS [¿Ωw icn-bmbn A\p-jvTn-

®m¬ H∂n-s\bpw `b-s∏-Sp-hm-\n√'' F∂

{io\m-cm-b-W-Kp-cp-hns‚ kq‡w Hm¿°p-

∂Xv \√-Xm-Wv. \ΩpsS IS-abpw [¿Ωhpw

Fs¥∂ Xncn-®-dn-hmWv D≠m-tI-≠-Xv. C∂v

F√m-hcpw AjvSn°v hI-bp-≈-h-cm-Wv.

F∂m¬ AXp-≠m-°m≥ IjvS-s∏-Sp-∂-h-

cpsS bmX-\bpw \mw ImWmsX t]mI-cp-Xv.

{]IrXn Xcp∂ hn`-h-ß-sfbpw kº-Øp-I-

sfbpw Zpcp-]-tbm-K-Øn-eq-sSbpw A[n-Im-c-

Øn -eqsSbpw XI¿°m≥ {ian -°p -∂Xv

[¿Ωm-]-N-b-am-Wv.  GXv I¿Ω-Øn\v apºpw

B I¿Ω-hp-ambn _‘-s∏´ LS-I-ß-fpsS

ÿnco-I-cWw Bh-iy-am-Wv. Cs√-¶n¬

a™p-ae shdpw a™p-I -´bmsW∂v

tXm∂pw. shdpsX Duln®p Xocp-am-\-ß-

fnseØp-∂Xv kmaq-lnI hn]-Øm-Wv; icn

Is≠-Øn√ F∂p am{X-a√ sX‰p {]N-cn-

∏n-°p-Ibpw sNøpw. Nne-t∏mƒ kXyw Ak-

Xy-ambpw AkXyw kXy-ambpw amdp-Ibpw

{]N-cn -∏n -°s∏Sp-Ibpw sNbvXp F∂pw

hcmw.

""bYm¿∞ kvt\ln-X-scbpw A√m-Ø-h-

scbpw Xncn -®-dn -bp -∂Xv Pohn -X-Ønse

B]¬k-‘n-bn-emWv'' F∂v tPm¨ Io‰vkv

]d-bp-∂p. \ΩpsS kpJ-ß-fn¬ At\Iw

Iq´p-Im¿ It≠°mw; {]Xn-k-‘n-I-fn¬

IqsS \n¬°p∂ kvt\ln-X-sc-bmWv \ap-

°m-h-iyw. Aß-s\-bp-≈-hsc IqsS Iq´p-

Ibpw kl-bm-{Xn-I-cmbn Aw-Ko-I-cn-°p-

Ibpw sNø-Ww; A-h¿ \ΩpsS hgn-Im´nIƒ

BIp-tºmƒ icn-bmb hgn-bn-eqsS {]bmWw

sNøm≥ \ap°p km[n-°pw. B[p-\nI

kt¶-X-ßƒ \sΩ Ccp-´n¬ X∏m≥ CS-bm-

°p-tºmƒ hniz-kvX-X-bpsS aqeyw Xncn-®-

dn™v AXn¬ ic-W-s∏-Sp-I-bmWv C∂ns‚

Bh-iyw.

Adn-hns‚ temI-Øn¬ ]pXnb hgn-Isf

Is≠-Øp-∂-h-cmWv hnP-bn-°p-I. ]t£ B

Adn-hp-Iƒ \ΩpsS ]g-a-Iƒ \ne-\n¿Øp-

∂-Xp-am-bn-cn-°-Ww. Adn-hns\ \mw B[p-

\nI kt¶-X-ß-fn¬ \n∂v B¿÷n-°p-

tºmƒ AXv C∂ns‚ tNmZ-\sb {]tNm-Zn-

∏n-°p-∂pt≠m F∂p-IqSn t\mt°-≠-Xp-≠v.

Jeo¬ Pn{_m≥ ]d-bp-∂Xv ""apJ-Øns‚

at\m-lm-cn-X-b√; kuμcyw lrZ-b-Øns‚

{]Im-i-am-Wv.'' apJw F{X ]p´n-bn´v at\m-

l-c-am-°n-bmepw lrZ-b-Øns‚ {]Im-i-am-bn-

cn-°Ww apJsØ sXfn-bn-t°-≠-Xv. Bb-

Xn-\m¬ bphXobphm-°tf, \ΩpsS Adnhv

\in-®p-t]m-Ip∂ hy¿∞-X-bn-e√ adn®v

\sΩ \mam-°p-∂-Xm-bn-cn-°-Ww. ""Hcp-h≥

k¿Δ-tem-Ihpw t\Sn-bmepw Ahs‚ Bflm-

hns\ \jvS-s∏-Sp-Øn-bm¬ Ah-s\¥v {]tbm-

P\w?'' Adnhpw {]i-kvXnbpw h¿≤n-°p-

tºmƒ \mw Ffn-a-bp-≈-h-cm-I-Ww. Ccp-fnepw

shfn -®-Ønepw kpt_m-[m-h-ÿ-bnepw

At_m-[m-h-ÿ-bnepw ka-\ne ]men-°m≥

Ign-bp-∂p-sh-¶n¬ A¿ln-°p-∂-Xn-s\-°mƒ

BZcw F√m-bn-S-Øp-\n∂pw e`n-°pw. Adnhv

\sΩ hn\-bm-\zn-X-cm°Ww. B Xncn-®-dnhv

\sΩ \bn-°-s´. 
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{]hm-NI-∑m¿ ̨  19

tlmtib
]gb \nb-a-Ønse sNdnb {]hm-N-I-∑m-

cn¬ {]ap-J-\mb tlmtib _n. kn. 750-̨ \p

tij-amWv Pohn-®n-cp-∂-Xv. t]cns‚ A¿∞w

"btlmh hos≠-Sp∏v', "c£n-®mepw' Fs∂m-

s°-bm-Wv. Btamkpw Cu Ime-L-´-Øn-\-

Sp-ØmWv {]h-Nn-®n-cp-∂-Xv. tlmti-b-bpsS

]nXm-hns‚ t]¿ s_tb¿ F∂m-Wv. blqZm

cmPm-°≥am-cmb Du n-bm-hv, tbmYmw,

Blm-kv , lnkvIn -bmhv F∂n -h -cpsS

ImeØpw bn{km-tb¬ cmPm-hmb sbtcm-

s_-bm-ans‚ Ime-Øp-amWv tlmtib {]h-

N\w \S-Øn-b-Xv.

bn{km-tb¬ a°ƒ btlm-h-bn¬ \n∂-

I∂v A\y-ssZ-h-ßsf Bcm-[n®v hj-fØw

{]h¿Øn-°p-∂Xv {]hm-N-I-\n¬°qSn

ImWn-®p-sIm-Sp°p-hm≥ btlmh B{K-ln-

°p-∂p. AXn-\mbn hfsc tami-ambn Pohn-

°p∂ Hcp kv{Xosb `mcy-bmbn kzoI-cn-°p-

hm≥ btlmh {]hm-N-I-t\mSv I¬∏n-®p.

tlmtib AXn≥{]-Imcw tlma¿ F∂

kv{Xosb `mcy-bmbn kzoI-cn-®p. BZy-Pm-

X\v bn{k-tb¬ (ssZhw hnX-bv°pw) F∂v

t]¿ C´p; c≠m-aXv P\n® aIƒ°v tem

cqlam (I-cpW e`n-°m-Ø-hƒ) F∂pw

aq∂m-aXv P\n® aI\v tem˛-AΩo (Fs‚

P\-a√) F∂pw t]¿ hnfn-®p.

bn{km-tb¬ btlm-hsb hn´p-am-dp-∂Xv

Xs‚ `¿Øm-hn -t\mS v Ahn -iz -kvXX

ImWn®v as‰m-cp-h-t\m-Sp-IqsS t]mIp∂ Hcp

kv{XobpsS {]hr-Øn-tbm-SmWv ChnsS Xmc-

X-ay-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. A\y-tZ-h≥amsc

s{]m^. amXyp tImin

tkhn-°p-∂Xv ]e-cp-ambn Ahn-ip≤_‘-

Øn-te¿s∏-Sp∂ kv{XobpsS {]hr-Øn-°p

kaambm-bn-´mWv {]h-N-\-Øn¬ Nn{Xo-I-cn-

°p-∂-Xv. A\y-]p-cp-j-∑m-cp-ambn _‘-s∏-´n-

cn-°p∂ B kv{Xosb {]hm-N-I≥ ho≠pw

kvt\ln-®p-sIm-≠n-cn-°Ww F∂v btlmh

]d-bp-∂p; bn{k-tb¬P\w X∂n¬\n∂v

AI-∂p-sIm-≠n-cn-°p-tºmgpw ssZhw Ahsc

kvt\ln-®p-sIm-≠n-cn-°p∂Xns‚ DZm-l-c-W-

am-bn-´mWv Cßs\ sNøp-hm≥ D]-tZ-in-°p-

∂-Xv. {]hm-N-I≥ B kv{Xosb ]Xn-\©p

sh≈n-°m-in\pw H∂c-tlm-sa¿ bh-Øn\pw

hne-bv°p-hm-ßnbn´v, C\n ASßn ]m¿°p-

hm\pw as‰mcp ]pcp-j-t\m-Sp-IqsSbpw t]mIm-

Xn-cn-°p-hm\pw Ah-tfmSp ]d-bp-∂p.

CXn-s\√mw apJy-Im-c-W-ambn btlmh

{]hm-N-I-\n¬°qsS ]d-bp-∂Xv P\w \ymb-

{]-am-WsØ ad-∂p-I-f™p F∂-XmWv;

P\w ]cn-⁄m-\-an-√m-Ø-h-cm-bn. ssZh-`-b-

amWv ]cn-⁄m-\-Øns‚ ASn-ÿm-\w. ""]cn-

⁄m-\-an-√m-bvI-bm¬ Fs‚ P\w \in-®p-

t]m-Ip∂p'' (4:6). btlm-hsb hn´v A\y-ssZ-

h-ß-fpsS IqsS t]mIp-tºmƒ btlmh

Ahsc in£n°pw F∂Xv \n›-b-am-Wv.

""AXp-sIm≠v Rm≥ Fs‚ t{Im[w sh≈w-

t]mse Ah-cp-sS-ta¬ ]Icpw'' (5:10).

IjvS-∏m-Sp-Iƒ hcp-tºmƒ btlm-h-bn-

te°v Xncn -bWw F∂v ]e {]mhiyw

tlmtib P\sØ Adn-bn-°p-∂p. A\p-k-

c-W-t°-Sp-aq-e-amWv IjvS-∏m-Sp-Iƒ D≠m-Ip-

∂-Xv. in£-bn¬\n∂v Hgn-hm°n In´-W-sa-
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¶n¬ btlm-h-bn-¶-te°v aS-ßn-h-cnI F∂-

XmWv GI-am¿§w. ""hcp-hn≥ \mw btlm-h-

bpsS ASp-°-te°v sN√p-I. Ah≥ \sΩ

ISn-®p -Io-dn -bn -cn -°p∂p; Ah≥ kuJy-

am°pw; Ah≥ \sΩ ASn-®n-cn-°p∂p; Ah≥

apdn-hp-sI-́ pw. c≠p Znhkw Ign-™n´v Ah≥

\sΩ Pohn-∏n°pw; aq∂mw Znhkw Ah≥

\sΩ Fgp -t∂¬∏n°pw; \mw Ahs‚

apºmsI Pohn-°bpw sNøpw'' (6:1, 2).

P\w bmKw Ign-°p-∂-Xn-e√ btlm-

hbv°v Xmev]-cyw. Imc-Ww, ""bmK-Øn-e√

Zb-bnepw, tlma-bm-K-ßsf-°mƒ ssZh-]-cn-

⁄m-\-Ønepw Rm≥ {]km-Zn-°p∂p'' (6:6).

ssZh-]-cn-⁄m-\-amWv P\-Øn\v C√m-Xm-bn-

cn-°p-∂-Xv; AXv bmKw-sIm≠v t\Sm≥ ]‰p-

∂-X-√. Hmtcm tKm{X-sØ-∏-‰nbpw btlmh

{]tXyIw {]tXy-I-ambn kwkm-cn-°p∂p

F¶nepw F{ -̂bo-an-s\-bmWv e£y-an-́ n-cn-°p-

∂-Xv. F{^bo-an-s\-∏‰n ]d-bp-∂Xv, ""F{^bow

PmXn-I-tfmSp Ie¿∂n-cn-°p∂p; F{^bow

adn-®n-SmØ tZmi BIp∂p'' (7:8). ""F{^bow

_p≤n-bn-√mØ s]m -́{]mhp t]mse BIp∂p''

(7:11).

bn{k-tb¬ \∑-bm-b-Xns\ Dt]-£n-®p-I-

f-™n-cn-°p-∂p. Ah¿ Im‰v hnX-®p, Npg-en-

°m‰v sImøpw. ""bn{km-tb¬ _me-\m-bn-cp-

∂-t∏mƒ Rm≥ Ahs\ kvt\ln-®p. an{k-

bo-an¬\n∂v Rm≥ Fs‚ aIs\ hnfn®p''

(11:1). CXv CuPn-]vXnse Pohn-XsØ kqNn-

∏n-°p-∂p. Ahn-sS-bmWv bn{km-tb-ens‚

_mey-Imew Bcw-`n-°p-∂-Xv. tKm{X-]n-Xm-

hn-s\m∏w P\w AhnsS hcn-Ibpw \m\q-‰n-

ap-∏Xp h¿jw ASn-a-I-fmbn an{k-bo-an¬ Ign-

bp-Ibpw sNbvXp. tamsi apJm-¥ncw Ahn-

sS-\n∂pw c£-s]´ P\w ho≠pw ho≠pw

btlm-h-bn¬ \n∂v AI-∂p-sIm-≠n-cp-∂p.

acp-`q-an-hm-k-Øn-sem-s°bpw ]ndp-]n-dp∏pw

AXp-aqew in£bpw P\w A\p-`-hn-®p-.

bn{k-tb¬ Hcp cmPm-hns\ tNmZn-®p.

btlmh Ah¿°v Hcp cmPm-hns\ \¬In

(iu¬). ]n∂oSv BZy-cm-Pm-hns\ \o°n

ASpØ Bfns\ \¬In (Zm-ho-Zv). cmPm-°-

∑mcpw btlm-hsb hn´v A\y-ssZ-h-ßsf

\a-kvI-cn-®p. BXy-¥n-I-ambn {]hm-N-I-

\n¬°qSn Hcp Imcyw btlmh kqNn-∏n-°p-

∂p. ""bn{km-tb-te, \ns‚ ssZh-amb btlm-

h-bpsS ASp-°-te°v aS-ßn-s®-√p-I, \ns‚

AIrXyw \nan-Ø-at√m \o hoWn-cn-°p-∂Xv''

(14:1). ho≠pw btlmh {]hm-N-I-\n¬°qsS

]d-bp-∂Xv ""Rm≥ Ah-cpsS ]n∑m-‰sØ

NnIn-’n®p kuJy-am°pw; Fs‚ tIm]w

Ahs\ hn´p-am-dn-bn-cn-°-bm¬ Rm≥ Ahsc

HuZm-cy-ambn kvt\ln°pw'' (14:4).

tlmtibm {]h-N\w \ap°pw Hcp ]mT-

am -I-Ww. ssZhw \sΩ P\\w apX¬

kvt\ln®p ]cn-]m-en-®p-h-cp-∂p. \ΩpsS

]m]w \nanØw \mw ssZh-Øn¬\n∂v AI-

∂p-am-dp-∂p. CXv ssZhsØ ZpxJn-∏n-°p∂

{]hr-Øn-bm-Wv. ]m]w sNbvXp-sIm-≠n-cp∂

kv{Xosb ]Xn-\©p sh≈n-°m-in\pw

H∂c -tlm-sa¿ bh-Øn\pw {]hm-N-I≥

taSn-®-Xp-t]mse kz¥-]p-{Xs\ adp-hn-e-

bmbn sImSp -Øn -´mWv ssZhw \sΩ

hmßn-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. \mw ssZh-kvt\-l-

Øn¬ hkn®v, B kvt\lw A\p-`-hn®v

Pohn-°-Ww.  {InkvXp-tb-ip-hns‚ hne-tb-

dnb c‡-Øm¬ \mw hos≠-Sp-°-s∏-´n-cn-°p-

I-bm-Wv. AXn¬\n∂v amdn-t∏m-ImsX hniz-

kvX-X-tbm-Sp-IqsS Pohn-°p-hm≥ tlmtib

{]h-N-\-[ym\w \ap-°n-S-bm-°-s´. ssZh-

Øns‚ am‰-an-√mØ kvt\l- Øn¬ \ap°v

\nXyw hkn-°mw. 
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AI-X-e-ß-ƒ

[ym\hpw Btcm-Kyhpw

tU-hnUv amXyp

a\pjy\v CutemI Pohn-X-Øn¬ Bh-iy-

am-bn-cn-°p-∂Xpw Ah≥ Ft∏mgpw B{K-ln-

°p-∂-Xp-amb H∂mWv "kzÿX.' \mw Dd-

°-Øn¬ Bbn-cn-°p-tºmƒ e`n-°p-∂-Xn-s\-

°mƒ KpW-\n-e-hm-c-ap≈ kzÿ-X ico-c-

Øn\pw a\- n\pw \¬Ip∂ {]{Inb BWv

""[ym\w'' (Meditation). ssZ\w-Zn\ [ym\-Øn-

eqsS \ΩpsS BtcmKyw \ne-\n¿Øp-hm-\pw,

\nc-h[n imco-cnI Akzm-ÿy-ßƒ°pw

tcmK-ßƒ°pw ]cn-lmcw Is≠-Øp-hm\pw

\ap°v km≤y-am-Ipw.

F∂m¬ [ym\-Øn-eqsS \ap°v e`n-

°p∂ t\´-ß-fn¬ G‰hpw {]m[m\yw

A¿ln-°p∂ H∂v, \ΩpsS ico-c-Øns‚

ssPh-L-S-\bv°v (metabolism) Hcp kz—X

e`n-°p∂p F∂-Xpw, c≠m-a-Xmbn, ico-c-

Øn\v Bh-iy-amb HmIvkn-Ps‚ Af-hn¬

20 iX-am-\-tØmfw Ipdhv hcp∂p F∂-

Xp-am-Wv. ico-c-Ønse A\n-›-m-]q¿Δ-\m-

Un-hyq-l-Øns‚ (Involuntary nervous sys-

tem) ta¬ Hcp \nb-{¥Ww D≠m-Ip-∂-Xn-

\m-emWv C{]-Imcw kw`-hn-°p-∂-Xv.

[ym\-Øn\v c‡-k-Ω¿±sØ kzm[o-\n-

°p-hm≥ Ign-bpw. \mw [ym\-Øn¬ hym]r-

X-cmbncn-°p-tºmgpw AXn-\p-ti-jhpw c‡-

k-Ω¿±-Øn\v Imcy-amb Ipdhv D≠m-Ip-sa-

∂-Xn\v bmsXmcp kwi-b-hp-an-√. [ym\-k-a-

bØv ico-c-Ønse c‡-[-a-\n-I-fn -eqsS

c‡w A\m-bmkw {]h-ln-°p-∂p. c‡-{]-

hmlw sa®-s∏-Sp-tºmƒ t]in-Iƒ°v IqSp-

X¬ HmIvkn-P≥ e`y-am-Ip-Ibpw ico-c-Øn¬

Aßn-ßmbn Xßn-°n-S -°p∂ emIvt‰‰v

(lactate) IqSp-X-embn ]pd-¥-≈-s∏-Sp-Ibpw

sNøp-∂p. \mw Aan-X-ambn tPmen-Iƒ sNøp-

tºmƒ t]in-I-fn¬ ASn-™p-Iq-Sp∂ Hcp-

Xcw D∏mWv emIvt‰-‰v. AXv IqSp-X-embn

ico-c-Øn¬ sI´n-°n-S-°p-tºmƒ \ap°v

Gsd £oWhpw Ah-i-Xbpw A\p-`-h-s∏-

Sp-∂p.

Btcm-Ky-cw -KsØ Kth-j-W-ß-fn¬

BImw-£, a\- ns‚ ]ncn-ap-dp°w, Aan-X-

amb c‡-k-Ω¿±w apX-em-bh A\p-`-h-s∏-

Sp-∂-h¿°pw ico-c-Øn¬ emIvt‰‰v IqSp-X¬

D≈-Xmbn Is≠-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂p.

a\- n\v ]ncn-ap-dp°w D≠m-Ip-tºmƒ B

hy‡n-bpsS lrZ-b-an-Sn∏v h¿≤n-°p∂p; c‡-

k-Ω¿±w IqSp-∂p. Cu Ahÿ \ne-\n-∂m¬

c‡-k-Ω¿±w Db¿∂ \nebn¬ XpS-cp-I-bpw,

{]talw, Bh-iy-Øn-e-[n-I-amb Zl-\ck

Dev]m-Z\w aqew D≠m-Ip∂ hrW-ßƒ

(gastric ulcers), am\-kn-I-tcm-K-ßƒ, ]pdw-th-

Z-\, N¿Ω-tcm-K-ßƒ F∂n-hbv°v Imc-W-am-

bn-Øo-cp-Ibpw sNøp-∂p.

a\x-kw-Xr-]vXn-bp-sSbpw ico-cm-tcm-Ky-Øn-

s‚bpw Dd-hnSw a\- p -X-s∂. \ΩpsS

kzÿ-X, ]pdw-temI kw`hhnIm-k-ß-tfmSv

\mw Fßns\ {]Xn-I-cn-°p∂p F∂-Xns\

B{i-bn-®n-cn-°pw. ssZ\w-Zn\ Ncy-I-fpsS Hcp

`mK-am-bn, cmhnse DW-cp-tºmgpw cm{Xn hn{i-

a-Øn\v apºmbpw [ym\-Øn-\mbn Aev]-k-

abw Is≠-Øp-∂psh¶n¬ a\x-im-¥n-tbm-

Sp-IqSn Btcm-Ky-]q¿Æamb Hcp PohnXw

\bn-°p-hm≥ \ap°v Gh¿°pw km≤y-

amIpw!!

[ym\w (XpS¿®)
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Fr. Dr. K.M. George
Solitary Walk

The Letter and the LightThe Letter and the LightThe Letter and the LightThe Letter and the LightThe Letter and the Light
Initiating a child of pre-school age to the
alphabet is a delightful experience – a
privilege of mostly senior persons,
particularly teachers. The ritual called
vidyarambham (=beginning of education)
in India is an auspicious occasion to start
the life-long learning process of a child.

The beautiful ritual itself, originally
associated with Saraswathi, the goddess
of learning, and Ganapathi, the lord  who
removes all obstacles, has now taken more
secularised forms. There could be different
prayers or invocations depending on the
teacher and the child’s parents.

In Kerala, traditionally, the ritual
consists of the teacher sitting on a mat on
the floor, in front of a traditional brass
lamp and a platter of rice grains. The child
is made to sit on the lap of the teacher
who, after properly invoking the divine,
gently guides the right index finger of the
child to write the divine name and trace
the first letter of the alphabet over the
rice grains. The child is also prompted to
pronounce the letter after the teacher. The
teacher then writes on the tongue of the
child with a golden ring. The child also
offers the teacher a due gift (dakshina),
usually betel leaves with areca nut and a
coin.

Some kids could be a bit scared of a
stranger-teacher and the setting, so they
may cry and resist undergoing the ritual.
One way I experiment to tame the
recalcitrant children is to ask them to light

the lamp at the very beginning. A lighted
candle is given to them and they are
carefully assisted to light the wick of the
oil lamp. This works well almost always.
Children are congenitally attracted to the
flame. Further they seem to enjoy the
freedom to play with fire, otherwise
forbidden to them. They suddenly stop
crying and seem to be pleased that they
have been able to light the lamp.

Light is a beautiful symbol of knowledge
in all ancient cultures. Ignorance is
darkness. Learning dispels darkness and
enlightenment comes with true knowledge.

The first letter of the alphabet is
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significant since it symbolically denotes
the divine source of all knowledge. The
Tamil classic Thirukkural and several other
traditions take it as analogy for the divine
origin of everything. ‘As all writing begins
with Akaaram (letter A) so does all universe
begin with the Lord’, says Thiruvalluvar. In
the Book of Revelation in the Bible, God is
called the Alpha and the Omega, the first
and the last letters of the Greek alphabet.

There is a profound reverence and even
fear of the Letter in all ancient literate
cultures. It is sacred and carries power.
“Amanthramaksharam nasthi” (There is
no letter that is not a mantra), so goes the
Sanskrit adage.

We know how much significance the
Indian tradition attaches to the Letter. It is
“Akshara” meaning “Imperishable”. The
letter thus signifies the eternal and the
transcendent dimension of knowledge
that is never destroyed.

Introducing a child to the alphabet is
initiating a budding human person to the
grand mystery of the created universe and
its ineffable and inscrutable Source,
whatever name you may give it. It implies
that the true quest for knowledge that
begins with the learning of the letter is
not only confined to some academic
disciplines or technical know how, but
encompasses all reality both material and
spiritual, visible and invisible. Writing the
letter of light into the rice grain, the
material means of our sustenance, we may
be indicating that our physical – material
reality is to be finally transformed into the
light of true knowledge. This broad – based
and open-ended vision of knowledge that
surpasses some of our narrow religious and
cultural shibboleths need to be reflected
in our understanding of learning and the
new policies of education.

aXn-sb-\n-s°∂pw \o am{Xw,

{]nb tbip-\mYm \o am{Xw

CS-b≥ \osb-\n-°v, ]me-I≥ \osb-\n°v,

\mbI≥ \osb-\n-°v, F≥ Poh\pw \o am{X-ta...

sXfn-bp-s∂-∂n-cp-fn¬ hnf-°mbn \o,

Rm≥ Xfcpw t\cw \o Xmßn-Sp∂p;

F∂p-≈n¬ \n≥ hN-\-ßƒ ]I-cp-∂-t√m,

F≥ a\w \nd-bv°p∂p \n≥ kvt\l-Øm¬

                             (a-Xn-sb-\n-s°-∂pw...)

\bn-°p∂p \osb∂pw t\¿h-gn-bn¬,

Hcp-°p-s∂-\n-°mbv \o th≠-sX√mw;

Igp-In-Sp-s∂s∂ \n≥ N¶nse tNmc-bm¬,

hnip-≤-\mbv Xo¿°p-s∂≥ ]m]-ßƒ t]m°n \o...

                             (a-Xn-sb-\n-s°-∂pw...)

IhnX

tUm. tPm¨ tPm¿÷v Sn. aXn-sb-\n-s°∂pw

\o am{Xw...
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Kingdom of God - 16
Dr. T. Jacob John, Vellore

The Parable of the Talents,
 or better, of Stewardship

The previous two sections, 14 and 15,
introduced the principles of Kingdom-of-
Heaven economics through two parables,
one on a farmer paying wages in the
vineyard and the other on a very rich man
settling accounts with his employees.  One
illustrated a new standard for fairness and
justice and the other about writing off of
debts when situation demands – the
kingdom citizen ought to know when the
situation demands.  These are relevant
even at the present times.

Man is not for making money, as if
Homo economicus (see section 15). Money
is as invention by wise humans (Homo
sapiens) – as symbol and surrogate for
worldly ‘worth’ of things, and wages for
work, and also as tool for measuring, like
the weighing scale and the measuring
tape.  It is essential for man’s necessities
and well-being; people must have, or earn,
money.

True to God’s Avatar, Jesus did not try
to modify any of the human societal
arrangements, organisations and institutions
– not a word in criticism! If tax had to be
paid, it was. Jesus did not even raise His
voice against slavery, while preaching
succour to the oppressed.  Why? Probably
the reason was: God created humans with
free will and God would not interfere with
it – unless willingly surrendered.

Religion is another matter – here
humans bring God in, and God should deal
with Religion differently from other
human organisations like governments,
institutions, laws of the land, money
affairs, lending for goodwill or for
interest, slavery, and so on.  What is God’s
is different from what is Caesar’s.

Recently I listened to a talk by a
“Director of Placement and Training” in a
reputed Engineering College.  Among his
success stories was one graduate getting
employment at a monthly salary of one
lakh rupees, another some more, and
finally one getting one crore rupees per
annum. From the Homo economicus angle,
these are great success stories.

Some private hospitals employ doctors
at salaries of 2 to 5 lakhs rupees per
month.   How does the employer get that
much of profit to pay these salaries?  The
employees have to make more than their
salaries for the employer to be able to
afford to pay such big salaries. The doctors
are forced to make profits far exceeding
their salaries – and some resort to
unethical practices just to earn large
profit.  Similarly other jobs too – if
exploitation is involved, the salaries are
tainted.  Exorbitant income is fine, as long
as the rich follow the principles of the
kingdom economics.  The annual fee for
medical students in the Christian Medical
College (Vellore) remains Rs. 3000,
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illustrating kingdom economics.  Are there
not private medical colleges charging Rs.
3 lakhs or even more? Exploitation of the
vulnerable is contrary to the kingdom
values.

Ownership of wealth must be
understood as God’s, and we are stewards.
The dictionary meaning of ‘steward’ is
‘employed to manage’ what is entrusted
– estate, wealth, business.

The parable in the New King James
version is titled the ‘Parable of the Talents’
(Matthew 25: 14-30).  But in modern
English version it is: ‘Life is hard for the
faint-hearted’.  Titles were not present in
the original books.  So, they are not to be
equated with the original text.

The many parables about kingdom of
God/Heaven are either on the kingdom
here and now or on the kingdom at and
after the second coming of Jesus.  In the
early chapters in Matthew’s Gospel, they
were predominantly (not exclusively as
we have already seen in previous sections
of this series) on kingdom of Heaven in
historical times since the time of the
earthly ministry of Jesus. In chapters 24
and 25, all parables pertain to the second
coming and judgment, about why and how
kingdom people should always remain
prepared.

“Watch therefore, for you know neither
the day nor the hour in which the Son of
Man is coming.  For, the kingdom of
Heaven is like a man traveling to a far
country, who called his own servants and
delivered his goods to them. And to one he
gave five talents (equal to 30,000 denarii),
to another two talents (12,000 denarii) and
to another one talent (6000 denarii), to
each according to his own ability..…After a

long time the lord…came and settled
accounts with them.

So, he who had received five talents
came and brought five other talents,
saying Lord, you delivered to me five
talents; look, I have gained five more
talents besides them. His lord said to him,
well done, good and faithful servant; you
were faithful over a few things; I will make
you ruler over many things. Enter into the
joy of your lord.

He also, who had received two talents
came and said… I had gained two more
talents. [His lord repeated as above].

Then he who had received the one talent
said: I know you to be a hard man, reaping
where you have not sown, and gathering
where you have not scattered seed. And I
was afraid, and went and hid your talent
in the ground. Look, there you have what
is yours. But his lord answered and said to
him, you wicked and lazy servant, you knew
that I reap where I have not sown, and
gather where I have not scattered seed.
Therefore you ought to have deposited my
money with the bankers, and at my coming
I would have received back my own with
interest.  Therefore take the talent from him
and give it to him who has ten talents. For,
to everyone who has, more will be given,
and he will have abundance; but from him
who does not have, even what he has will
be taken away. And cast the unprofitable
servant into the outer darkness. There will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

When the Son of Man comes in His glory,
and all the holy angels with Him, then He
will sit on the throne of his glory.”

The story sounds simple and straight-
forward, but that is not so.  We see in this

(Contd. on page 26)
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The enlightening articles on 'The Kingdom of
God' written by Dr. T. Jacob John filled me with
sincere appreciation. It was an earnest
endeavour to highlight the concept of the
Kingdom of God and its salient features. The
Kingdom of God is also called 'The Kingdom of
Heaven' where God reigns as the King. It has no
geographical boundaries and it is of the past,
present and future – a mysterious continuation.
Even when the  present world melts away, the
Kingdom of God prevails.

When Jesus sent out his disciples to preach,
he insisted on healing the sick, cleansing the
lepers and casting out demons. From the very
start, 'the Kingdom of God' emphasised the
healing ministry. Though Jesus Christ first
focussed on the 'lost sheep' of Israel, he
gradually stepped out of Palestine and travelled
to the neighbourhood with a great sense of
mission. The task of extending the Kingdom
from Jerusalem to Samaria and then to the
whole world was entrusted to his disciples.

Jesus effectively used powerful parables
associated with nature and human life to draw
a vivid picture of the Kingdom and reveal
spiritual truths to the multitudes that followed
him. In St. Matthew 13, which abounds in
parables, the Kingdom is likened to the smallest
seed of Mustard (not the one that we know)
which grows into the biggest plant of all and
offers shelter and rest to so many birds. It is
like a pinch of yeast that leavens a whole vessel
of dough making it ready for baking bread.

Prof. Suseela Alexander
Readers Write...

When active, both the mustard seed and the
yeast transform the environment. These two
parables illustrate the Kingdom's intended
dynamic role to influence the surrounding
communities. Each citizen of the Kingdom of
God should be the salt of the earth and the
light of the world turning the lives of fellow
beings to be happier and brighter.

In the parable of the sower, the seed
represents the word of God and the soil stands
for the minds of the different listeners. The
receptivity and productivity of the soil varies.
Only the well-tilled good soil can produce a
bountiful crop – 30 fold, 60 fold and 100 fold.
Only those who have a readily receptive mind
take the message to heart, meditate on it and
bear fruit. We are intended to be fruit bearers.

The significant parable of the wheat and
the weed explicitly describes the Second
Coming of Christ and the Last Judgement. The
wheat and the weeds grow together and
flourish side by side till harvest, at which time
the weeds are rooted out and cast into the
burning fire and the wheat stored in the barn.
The good and the evil co-exist in our world. No
doubt, both the righteous and the wicked will
be judged in the end and will receive what they
deserve. In the parable of the dragnet the net
thrown into the ocean gathers all kinds of fish
– both big and small, useful and useless. The
big ones are collected and the small ones are
thrown back into the sea. We get a glimpse of
the judgement – the terrifying scene of a
separation and throwing off. St. Matthew

Choice gleanings from
the articles on

'The Kingdom of God'
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wrote, ''All the nations will be gathered before
Him and He will separate them one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats.''

The  Kingdom of Heaven is so important
that belonging to it is worth selling everything
a person owns. In the coupled parables, one is
of a man who finds a field with the hidden
treasure and the other of a merchant who finds
a fine pearl of his heart's desire. Both of them
sold everything they owned to possess the

treasure and the pearl. It is something very
costly, precious and invaluable. The Kingdom
of Heaven should be the first priority in our life.
''Seek, you will find it.''

The quintessence of the Kingdom of Heaven
comprises godly qualities like love, care,
compassion, forgiveness, humility and serving
mentality. We must open our eyes to see the
needs of the people around us and respond.
The Kingdom has to work constantly towards
the mitigation of social evils and oppressions.

parable the fact that we are all ‘servants’
of the king and we have been individually
entrusted with “talents” – wealth and various
abilities, aptitudes and opportunities – and
we will be judged (pictured as settling
accounts, in the parable) by what we have
done with them.  We don’t own them, but
we are stewards holding and handling the
assets, to be managed for profit for the
owner.  In the context of the previous
sections discussing the principles of the
kingdom economics, we see that creating
wealth by honest, just and fair means, hard
work, wise choices, is expected of us – but
we must do so as answerable stewards,
not as absolute owners who are not
accountable to God.

Everybody may not be able to, or be
expected to, create wealth.  Such persons
have to be helped by those who have
wealth.  What we do with what we have,
time and talent included, must be as
stewards. That the owner is not seen here
and now is no excuse to bury our assets
and not put them to profitable use. The
servant given one talent was called wicked

and lazy.  He said he was afraid.  That gives
the clue why one NT version titled the
parable as:  life is hard for the faint-
hearted.  But why call him wicked?

The New Jerome Bible Commentary
suggests an answer.  Talent was a silver
bar of a certain weight.  It could be buried
in the ground for hiding it from others.
Why did the servant not deposit it in the
bank?  The suggestion was: under whose
name should he have put it in the bank?
If it was registered under the rich man’s
name (being steward), and just in case the
rich man never returned, the servant could
not collect the money (as if its owner).
Registering himself as the owner could
put him in trouble if the rich man returned.
If the silver was buried and if the rich man did
not claim it back, he would automatically
be the owner.  The steward’s role was
deliberately ignored and he wanted to be
(or act as if he was) the owner.

Are we stewards pretending to be
owners of our “talents” or are we fully
conscious that we are really stewards?
That is why I think of this as a Parable
on Stewardship.
                                                (To be continued)

(Contd. from page 24)
Kingdom of God - 16
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Some people honestly try to lead principled
lives; some of them succeed, at least to some
extent; a few prove to be miserable failures.
But a large number of people do not care to
pay any attention to any principles at all;
principles do not fit in with their areas of
concern. Have you ever wondered to which of
these categories you belong? Do principles
concern you in any way? Hardly anyone is likely
to be totally averse to leading a principled life;
it is just that most people have no such
inclination. Very often it is the accidental
coincidence of a number of factors in a person's
life which together create a certain inclination
in him. Well, some people are naturally inclined
to leading a principled life. But different people
have different perspectives about it. Here is
something which can open an interesting
discussion for us.

To most people, a principled life is a private
concern; it is his own business; no one else
forms a part of this picture. What does this
imply? In a certain sense it implies that, a person
needs to hold himself responsible only for the
part he plays in all his interactions with others;
other people's behaviour lies outside his
purview. This seems to be the common man's
view of a principled life. As long as your
conscience does not blame you for what you
have done or said in a certain situation or about
a certain issue, your responsibility in the
matter stands closed; it is none of your business
to look into what someone else has done or
said in the matter. Well, it is a very safe position
to hold. But, leading a principled life often
places a demand upon you to expose yourself
to unsafe positions.

Dr. Annie David
Life Style

Leading A Principled Life
You are part of a community, and you hold a

certain responsibility towards the community;
indirectly, you are responsible to some extent,
for the way the other members of the
community behave. If you are truly principled,
another person's unprincipled behaviour
should stir your conscience. As a first step, sit
down and think about what has really
happened. Ask yourself if you approve of the
other person's stance in the matter. You must
take time to analyse the situation with absolute
honesty, without allowing any of your personal
prejudices to influence your views about the
issue. Then, if you are perfectly convinced that
the other person was wrong, approach him
with an unperturbed mind and try to get him
to see reason. If you succeed in turning him
around, you will have come a long way in getting
righted whatever has gone wrong.

What is of importance is your attitude
towards the issue. You have to believe that you
have a responsibility to the community you
belong to; indirectly, you have to hold yourself
responsible for the way every member of the
community behaves. Whenever something
goes wrong, remember to do your part to get
it righted. Leading a principled life should not
be confined to your personal life alone. Every
time something wrong has happened,
remember you have to play your role as a
principled member of your community to make
amends for the wrong done; your responsibility
does not end with your right behaviour;
everybody's right behaviour is your concern too.
This is what it should really mean to lead a
principled life. 
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THE ALWAYE FELLOWSHIP HOUSE
CHACKO GARDENS, U.C.COLLEGE P.O., ALUVA-683102

ANNUAL REPORT (2021-22)
The Annual Report of the Alwaye Fellowship
House covering the activities for the period of
12 months from August 2021 to July 2022 is
presented herewith, acknowledging the loving
grace of the Lord and the blessed guidance of
the Holy Spirit which kept us safe and active.
We respect the memory of Sri K.C. Chacko,
who envisioned the concept of FELLOWSHIP
behind the formation of the Alwaye Fellowship
House. With this introduction, we proceed to
record the important events and memorable
moments in the above period.

PART-A: PREAMBLE
2. Sri K.C. Chacko (1884 – 1947)
Sri K.C. Chacko was born in the Kandathil
family in 1884. He was an educationist,
philosopher and a living saint. After taking his
post-graduation from the Madras Christian
College, and teaching there, he came to Aluva
with some like-minded friends and co-founded
the Aluva Union Christian College in 1921. He
is remembered as the main inspiration behind
the formation of prestigious institutions like
Aluva Christhava Mahilalayam Schools, Aluva
Settlement Schools, Aluva Rural Medical
Mission and Coimbatore Thadagam Christha
Sishyashramam. Following his retirement from
the UCC in 1943, he was staying in the ‘Chacko
Gardens’, which later became the venue for
the activities of the Alwaye Fellowship House.

Sri K.C. Chacko left for his heavenly abode on
15/09/1947. Till the last, he worked hard for
reconciliation and peace in the Malankara
Orthodox Church. This is the 75th year of his
demise. We remember Sri K.C. Chacko and

other leaders who kept up the spirit of universal
brotherhood and fellowship so long, and
handed it over to us along with his mission and
the Chacko Gardens, where the Fellowship
House is located.

3. The Alwaye Fellowship House (AFH)
Sri K.C. Chacko desired to have a place of
fellowship, and he had conveyed it to his close
friends. After his demise, his friends and
associates used to meet in his cottage, and this
group was known as “Friends of the
Fellowship House”. In 1954, they formed a
Trust by name the “Alwaye Fellowship House
Association” and it was registered under the
Travancore-Cochin Scientific, Literary and
Charitable Societies Act 1955. AFH got approval
as a Public Charitable Trust under section
12AA of the Income Tax Act In 2018, vide orders
of the Commissioner of Income Tax
(Exemptions), Kochi, as per a duly amended
Trust Deed, registered at the SRO, Aluva. In
2019, the Trust got the benefit of exemption
under section 80G of the Income Tax Act.

As per the Trust Deed, the Fellowship House is
intended “to be a centre of fellowship, in the
spirit fostered by eminent Educationist and
Philosopher Sri K.C. Chacko and in memory
of his selfless life and services for the
benefit of all without distinction of caste,
class or religion”. The objectives include
charitable activities for the relief of the poor,
educational and medical assistance,
preservation of environment, projects for the
benefit of senior citizens, women, youth and
children and also the advancement of programs
for general public utility.
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Sri M. Thommen, Sri N.M. Abraham and Sri
P.C. Kurian are remembered as the founding
fathers of the Fellowship House. Till date this
remains a living example and witness of
ecumenical relations. The administrative set up
of this institution comprises mainly the
Association and the Council, duly supported
by an advisory body called the Fellowship.

4. The Association
The Association is the General Body with 50
Association members from the Orthodox
Church, and 4 Associate members from the
sister Churches (as listed in the Report Book).
The Association oversees the general
functioning of all units of the Fellowship House,
considers the recommendations from the
Council and makes final decisions. The
Association meets once in a year and in the
report period the meeting was held on Saturday,
18/09/2021.

5. The Council
The Council is the Administrative Body
consisting of 12 members (as listed in the Report
Book). There were two meetings in the report
period i.e., on 18/09/2021 & 26/3/2022. The
Council verifies and approves the Annual
Budget, considers the proposals from the
Fellowship and takes appropriate decisions or
makes recommendations to the Association,
wherever necessary.

6. The Fellowship
The Fellowship is an Advisory Body
consisting of 20 members nominated by the
Council (as listed in the Report Book) and they
assist the Secretary and the Treasurer in the
day-to-day functioning of the Fellowship House
and its various units. They consider the monthly
accounts, initiate future planning and make
appropriate proposals to the Council. The
Fellowship meets on the fourth Saturday of every
month but some meetings could not be

convened in the reporting period because of
the Corona scare.

7. Office Bearers
As per the Constitution, the Secretary and the
Treasurer are the office bearers. In its long
history of about 74 years, Sri M. Thommen, Sri
Cheeran V. Mathews, Rev. Fr. Johny George
(now Cor-Episcopa), Prof. Dr. K.M.
Kuriakose, Sri N.P. Abraham and Prof. K.K.
Abraham functioned as the Secretaries for
successive periods. During this time, Prof. K.P.
Mathew, Prof. Abraham Mathew, Sri
Santhosh Oommen and Sri N.P. Abraham
served as the Treasurers.

Sri Paul Varghese (later, Dr. Paulos Mar
Gregorios, famous Theologian, former
President of the WCC, former Metropolitan of
the Delhi Diocese of the Malankara Orthodox
Church, and former Principal of the Orthodox
Theological Seminary, Kottayam), and Rev. Fr.
Johny George (now Cor-Episcopa) served as
Assistant Secretaries. We thankfully remember
the valuable services and leadership of all our
fore-runners.

At present, Sri Kuruvilla M. George is the
Secretary, and Sri Santhosh Oommen is the
Treasurer.

PART-B: ACTIVITIES
8. Association meeting & major decisions:
The major decisions in the Association meeting
on 18/09/2021 are presented below.

(a) Vacancy in the Association: Dr. Tiju
Thomas & Dr. Prasad Joseph Cheeran were
taken as new Members against the existing
vacancies in the Association, as proposed by
the Fellowship and recommended by the
Council.

(b) Election/re-election to the Council: This
year, Sri Santhosh Oommen and Dr. Annie David
were due to retire from the Council, by rotation.
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Dr. Annie David was re-elected, as proposed by
the Fellowship and recommended by the
Council. Sri Santhosh Oommen continues,
being the Treasurer.

(c) Vacancy in the Council: In the vacancy that
arose on the demise of Sri Babu V. Mathew on
20.6.2021, Sri K.C. Philip, a senior member in
the Association was elected as new member.

(d) Church Weekly: From July 2021, the cover
of the Church Weekly bears a picture or photo
of importance. The Secretary, being the Chief
Editor, requested all office-bearers and well-
wishers to help get new articles, advertisements,
and subscribers.

(e) Chacko Homes: The Association approved
the proposal for constructing a new Service Lift
in the space between the PMG & PCK Blocks,
under the supervision of M/s Habitats, who
constructed the PCK Block.

(f) Auditors: The Association approved the
recommendation of the Council to reappoint
M/s K.A. Muralidharan & Co., Chartered
Accountants, Aluva as the Auditors for the
financial year 2021-22, and authorised the
Fellowship to formulate the terms and
conditions.

9. AFH Office Extension: As our activities
increased, the present office badly required
expansion; and necessary extension is being
done in the vacant area behind the present
office.

10. KCC Cottage: The building, where Sri K.C.
Chacko was staying, is preserved as the KCC
Cottage, with timely maintenance and repairs.
The Cottage was fully renovated, and
consecrated on 30th April 2022. Some items of
furniture and other articles used by him have
been identified and kept in two rooms there, as
a mini museum.  The cottage is mainly used for
prayers and meditation.

11. K.C. Chacko Memorial H.R.D. Centre:
The HRD Centre adjoining the KCC Cottage is
for promoting youth activities. But due to Covid
protocol, programs involving outsiders could not
be conducted during the reporting period.

12. Annual Retreat-2021: The Annual
Retreat, in connection with the 74th Death
Anniversary of Sri K.C. Chacko, was conducted
on 18.09.2021 in a limited way as the Covid
situation remained bad. Fr. Nobin Philip, Vicar
of the College Hill St. Thomas Orthodox Church
led the Retreat.

The administrative meetings of the Association
and the Council were conducted on 18.09.2021.
Holy Qurbana and Incense Service were
conducted on 19.09.2021 at the College Hill St.
Thomas Orthodox Church, where the
commemorative tombs of Sri K.C. Chacko and
Sri A.M. Varki, are situated. The Concluding
Session of the Retreat was conducted at the
KCC Cottage, at 4.00 PM on 19.09.2021

13. K.C. Chacko Memorial Ecumenical
Award: This is a special award for outstanding
performance in the field of Inter-faith relations.
This was instituted by the Fellowship House in
2013, with the financial support of the Kandathil
Kudumba Yogam. It carries a cash award and
a memento.

So far the Award recipients are: Fr. Dr. K.M.
George (2013), Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar
Chrysostom Valiya Thirumeni (2014), Very
Rev. K.I. Philip Remban (2015), Fr. Davis
Chiramel (2016), Mrs. Mary Esthappaan,
founder of the Bethlehem Abhaya Bhavan,
Koovappady, Perumbavoor (2017), and Dr. M.
Vijayakumar (2019). This year, the award was
presented on 18.09.2021, to Sr. Fabiola Fabbri,
Director of Ashwasabhavan, Fort Kochi, who is
also known as the Mother Teresa of Kochi.

[Note: As decided by the Association in 2017,
this award is being given once in two years.]

(To be continued)
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We are always busy... and still we have a lot to
do. Often, we get distracted but we  consider
ourselves very smart and think we cannot be
fooled by anyone or anything. This happens in
our personal life as well as social and political
life. In the political field, there are calculated
distractions. Very often we hear the opposition
parties blaming the ruling party for causing
distractions to bypass serious issues.

This is not a silly matter. Some political
parties and fanatic outfits go to the extent of
even creating communal riots to cover up their
illegal activities. The newspapers and social
media will be kept busy analysing the pros and
cons of such events as if they are the most
important issues but bigger things will be
happening behind the curtain. It is said that
smugglers offer a small catch for confiscation
to divert the attention of officers while moving
out larger portions elsewhere.

Music, Films and Cricket also distract us to
some extent. They are powerful enough to
distract the young minds by eating into their
valuable time. This does not mean that
entertainments are a taboo.  It is all about
diversion of time. The majority of people spend
their quality time in front of the Television, as
if they are doing something great but actually
they are watching the performances of people
who have achieved greatness in their specific
field, be it sports, films or art.

This happens in our spiritual life also. In olden
days, members of a family used to assemble in
one place and pray at a specified time. This gave
some sort of mutual concern among the family

members. As the pattern of life changed this
became difficult and there is practically no
common gathering in the family. Corona
disrupted our urge for church worship also.
'Lack of prayer' or 'fall in spiritual life' is doing
great damage to our social life. It will be too
late if at all we realise this. I am not speaking
about 'Prayer' as a ritual, which is only for
impressing others. But, our Lord wants prayers
to emanate from the bottom of the heart. A family
that prays together can stay together. Prayer is
conversation with God. It is not only for invoking
divine blessings but also for the solidarity of
the family. We can call a gathering a 'family'
only when there is mutual concern.

Distractions are sometimes used as
excuses. We omit to do what is essential and
then resort to bring up excuses. Actually, we
are cheating ourselves as the loss is ours only. If
we feel that it could have been done in time
with a bit of caution, it leaves a guilty feeling in
us and we may try to cover it up with excuses.

Distractions can be overcome by proper
planning and sensible allocation of time. But
we don't have the time for that also. If you
remember to offer a short prayer in the
morning and in the evening, that will give time
for planning and will ease your time constraints.

Distraction is the mother of procrastination.
In distraction, we get carried away from the
main course; in procrastination we ourselves
postpone things. Nobody else can make amends.
So let's start the day with calm meditation. Let's
utilise our limited intelligence to plan the day
in such a way that our time is fruitfully utilised.
Let's pray, "God help us to realise the value of
time and to overcome distractions".

Distractions
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